
AICUP president Tom Foley appeared at the top of the Philly section in Sunday’s print edition  
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, advocating for higher education. (April 20, 2025).  
 
https://www.inquirer.com/education/state-higher-education-board-hearing-saint-josephs-
20250417.html 

 
 

 
Making sure students graduate on time is key to addressing the debt issue, said 
Tom Foley, president of the Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Pennsylvania. The issue appears to be especially acute at public 
schools, he said. 
 

“I looked at the data on student debt between publicly funded institution graduates and graduates of 
independent nonprofit schools,” he said. “In the last 10 years, the independent nonprofit schools’ 
average debt was actually lower — not by much, but it was lower than the average student debt for kids 
from publicly funded schools. And when I look at what the reason was for that, in a lot of cases, it’s 
because kids are not graduating on time.” 
 
At private schools, he said, they are more focused on providing students with 
additional services to make sure they graduate on time. 
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