AICUP president Tom Foley appeared at the top of the Philly section in Sunday’s print edition
of the Philadelphia Inquirer, advocating for higher education. (April 20, 2025).

https://www.inquirer.com/education/state-higher-education-board-hearing-saint-josephs-
20250417.html
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Enhancing the ‘college-going culture’ in Pa.

Atahearing in Philly,
anew higher ed board
focused on attracting
more students and
helping them pay forit.

Ry Susan Snyder

Statf Writer

Arracting more students from out
of state, working closely with busi-
nesses o meet their needs and high
schools Lo create o “college-going
culture.” and oflering grants o belp
students neur college completion
were some idens flonted during o
hearing Thursday on higher edu
cation in Pennsybvanin

Much of the conversation cen
teredd on the need to belp st
dents afford college and ways to

encoumge more of them o attend
nt n time when the number of high
school graduntes in Pennsylvanin
i projected to decline 12X by 2037
and the higher echacation sactor asa
whaole faces preat challenges.

The twa-hour hearing or St
Joseph's Universitywas the third of
six heing beld aroond Pennsylvania
hy the new State Doard of Iligher
Fduearion as it forms a strategic
plan 10 provide better coordina-
tion and aceess among the state's
institutions, The beard intends to
release a plan by Sepe. 1

“Higher education pow more
thun ever must grow und evolve,”
suid St Joseph's Universty presi
dent Cheryl MeConnell. o member
af the state board. A degree or o
certificate is not just a credentinl,
it's a catalyst. It's the foundation
upan which we will buik solutions
for problems we have not yet to

imagine”

There were nearly 200 partici
pants online and in person from
neroes the higher ediscation sector,
including community colleges
and public and privare fouryear
institntions, as well as husinesses,
povernment, and communiry orgn
nizations fram thromphout the Phil
adelphia region

Whatideas were
suggested?

Some of the kleas were conerere
und specilic.

“We bave ubout 5,000 adults
who cant go to college because
they have an outstanding back
balance, and we can belp one ot
u time, but what we would love
to see is more of n collnborative,
regionnl approach thot could be
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Tom Foley, peesident of the Association of Independent Calleges and
Universities of Pennsylvaria, touts the role that peivate universities play
in the stute during a hearing held by the Pennsylvania State Board of
Higher Education. Tom Geuliah / Stall Photographer

Making sure students graduate on time is key to addressing the debt issue, said
Tom Foley, president of the Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities of Pennsylvania. The issue appears to be especially acute at public
schools, he said.

“l looked at the data on student debt between publicly funded institution graduates and graduates of
independent nonprofit schools,” he said. “In the last 10 years, the independent nonprofit schools’
average debt was actually lower — not by much, but it was lower than the average student debt for kids
from publicly funded schools. And when | look at what the reason was for that, in a lot of cases, it’s
because kids are not graduating on time.”

At private schools, he said, they are more focused on providing students with
additional services to make sure they graduate on time.


https://www.inquirer.com/education/state-higher-education-board-hearing-saint-josephs-20250417.html
https://www.inquirer.com/education/state-higher-education-board-hearing-saint-josephs-20250417.html

