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“Even after the longer-term decline in confidence in higher 
education, it still rates among the most positively rated U.S. 
institutions, behind only small business, the military and the police. 
This is partly because other institutions, like higher education, have 
also seen an erosion of confidence in recent years.” 
 
“Americans Are More Confident in Four- and Two-Year Colleges” 
 
“Majorities of Americans agree that higher education accomplishes 
many of the personal and societal benefits its advocates claim it 
does.” 
 
“Smaller majorities say higher education makes the population 
more knowledgeable, that it gives the U.S. a competitive advantage 
over other countries, and it leads to more entrepreneurship and 
business creation.” 
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