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For Inmediate Release Media Contact

June 29, 2026 Tony Gilbert
Email: Gilbert@AICUP.org
Phone: 717-232-8649 x 232

EDUCATION LEADERS ELECTED TO STATEWIDE BOARD:
New AICUP Board of Directors Commences July 1

(Harrisburg, PA) — Nine higher education leaders were elected to new statewide roles on the Board of
Directors of the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania (AICUP), with
terms beginning July 1. Three new board leaders include: Elizabeth Meade, President of Cedar Crest
College in Allentown (AICUP Chair), Chris Domes, President of Neumann University in Delaware County
(AICUP Vice Chair), and Rev. Thomas Looney, President of King’s College in Wilkes-Barre (AICUP
Secretary/Treasurer).

Elizabeth Meade, Ph.D. Chris Domes, Ed.D. Rev. Thomas P. Looney, C.S.C., Ph.D.

In addition, six new college presidents who have not previously served on the board will begin their
terms on July 1. These include Jon Jay DeTemple, President of Harcum College in Montgomery County
(AICUP Member Services Committee Chair); Walter Iwanenko, President of Gannon University in Erie
(AICUP Class of 2029); Christina Clark, President of La Roche University in Pittsburgh (AICUP Class of
2029); Glynis Fitzgerald, President of Alvernia University in Reading (AICUP Class of 2029);

Charles “Chip” Edmonds, President of Lycoming College in Williamsport (AICUP Class of 2029);

and Lisa Lori, President of Marywood University in Scranton (AICUP Class of 2027).

AICUP represents the largest sector of higher education in Pennsylvania, comprising 279,000 students at
more than 80 independent nonprofit schools, all working together to advocate for affordable, accessible,
and independent nonprofit higher education. The AICUP Board of Directors is made entirely of college
presidents from member schools across Pennsylvania, and also AICUP President Thomas P. Foley (who is
also a former college president). AICUP board positions rotate each year, and the new board commences
each July. Click the link here to view the full AICUP Board of Directors FY 2026-2027.

The following pages include individual biographies of the new AICUP board members:
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Elizabeth Meade, Ph.D., Cedar Crest College President, AICUP Chair.

About Elizabeth Meade:

Dr. Meade is the fourteenth President of Cedar Crest College, leading since 2018 and serving on
the faculty since 1993. She led the development and implementation of Cedar Crest’s current
strategic plan, Open the Door to What’s Next, featuring signature initiatives such as a Laptops
for Learners program, full funding for the College’s exclusive international experience,
Sophomore Expedition, a Degree in Three accelerated path to a bachelor’s degree, and a School
of Nursing public health care clinic.

Dr. Meade is a graduate of Bryn Mawr College and earned her Ph.D. from Boston College. She
serves on the board of the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
(NAICU) and the Da Vinci Science Center in Allentown.

About Cedar Crest College:

A college primarily for women, Cedar Crest continues to be a treasured anchor for the Lehigh
Valley community since 1867. The College offers more than 40 undergraduate programs and
over 20 graduate programs, as well as many evening, online, and certificate programs. Cedar
Crest’s 84-acre idyllic campus is home to the nationally recognized William F. Curtis Arboretum.
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Chris Domes, Ed.D., Neumann University President, AICUP Vice Chair.

About Chris Domes:

A leader in higher education with over 40 years’ experience, Dr. Chris Everett Domes is the sixth
president of Neumann University, serving the Neumann community since 2017. He leads with a
strong commitment to Catholic Franciscan values. Dr. Domes spearheaded a 17% increase in
freshman enrollment at Neumann based on his strategic vision, led successful fundraising
campaigns, and championed the Health Sciences Center which opened in 2019.

Prior to arriving at Neumann, Dr. Domes was president of Silver Lake College, where he
achieved a 52% rise in undergraduate enrollment and a 64% increase in annual giving. He
served at Marymount University in Virginia for 17 years as Dean of Admissions and Vice
President for Student Development and Enrollment Management, and served for a decade at St.
Bonaventure University in New York, focusing on recruitment and retention. Dr. Domes holds an
Ed.D. from The George Washington University and two degrees from St. Bonaventure University.

About Neumann University:

Neumann University is a private Catholic university located near Philadelphia, founded in 1965.
The Neumann ethos includes Franciscan-based and student-centered education focusing on
personal and spiritual growth within a supportive community.
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Rev. Thomas P. Looney, C.S.C., Ph.D., King’s College President, AICUP Secretary/Treasurer.

About Thomas Looney:

Thomas Looney’s career in teaching and education leadership spans four decades, highlighting
his commitment to student success. His career at King’s College began in 1986, when the
Brooklyn native made his profession of vows at the school’s chapel. He taught theology at King’s
College and also served as deacon at St. Nicholas Parish in Wilkes-Barre.

Father Looney served as the King’s College Associate Vice President for Academic Success, the
Director of Campus Ministry, and College Chaplain, all before being appointed President in
2021. Fr. Looney spearheaded major campus developments, including the restoration of the
historic Memorial Church into the modern Chapel of Christ the King.

The theologian and accomplished scholar earned his Doctorate in Theology from the Catholic
University of America (DC). He also currently serves on the Board of Directors for Stonehill
College, a Catholic liberal arts school in Massachusetts.

About King’s College:
Located in Wilkes-Barre, King’s College is a private Catholic college founded by the Congregation

of Holy Cross from the University of Notre Dame. King’s College serves 1,945 undergraduate and
graduate students, offers 70 academic programs, and is home to 28 NCAA Division Il (D3)
athletic teams. 100% of first-year, full-time students receive scholarships.
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Jon Jay DeTemple, Ph.D., Harcum College President, AICUP Member Services Committee Chair.

About Jon Jay DeTemple:

Dr. Jon Jay DeTemple was named President of Harcum College in 2007. Under Dr. DeTemple’s
leadership, Harcum reached its highest enrollment. Numerous facilities have also been
upgraded, most notably the Kevin D. Marlo Little Theatre, a $1.2 million renovation and re-
dedication of the Charles H. Trout Library in 2012, and the construction of the Art & Design
Center in 2024. The President played a pivotal role in cultivating a long-standing relationship
with the Strauss family, personally guiding the connection that led to the largest gift in the
College’s history. Through years of engagement and stewardship, he helped secure a series of
generous contributions that culminated in the transformative $40 million Strauss Family gift.

Dr. DeTemple has over 30 years of experience in higher education and business management as
President of Teikyo Post University, Executive Vice President at SUNY College of Technology at
Alfred, Vice President for Finance at Mitchell College, and President of Genoa Art Institute. He
holds a Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from Syracuse University, an MBA from
Syracuse University, and a Bachelor of Science from Cornell University.

About Harcum College:

Harcum College provides its students with an opportunity for outstanding academic, career, and
life preparation. Students learn from among 20 majors in small classes with a student/teacher
ratio of around 11 to 1. The Montgomery County campus is located less than 10 miles from
Philadelphia City Hall, offering students an array of vibrant, cultural activities. Athletes excel on
over 12 intercollegiate sports teams, and Harcum is a member of the NJCAA Region 19
Conference.

Harcum College was founded by Edith Hatcher Harcum in 1915, and the school has empowered
generations of students by preparing them for dignified, remunerative, socially useful work.
Providing tangible possibilities for individual success remains a central purpose of Harcum —
“The College of Possibilities.”
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Charles Edmonds, Ed.D., Lycoming College President, AICUP Class of 2029.

About Charles “Chip” Edmonds:

A 1998 graduate of Lycoming College, President Charles Edmonds, Ed.D., took office on July 1,
2025, bringing more than 25 years of higher education leadership that is punctuated by
experience in strategic and institutional planning, program innovation, fundraising and financial
management, enrollment, marketing, and alumni engagement.

Named Lycoming College executive vice president in 2017, Edmonds raised significant
philanthropic support, and strengthened relationships and engagement with Lycoming’s alumni
base, as well as with the local Williamsport community and local and state elected officials.
Edmonds has been integral to the Gateway Economic Development Project, securing
philanthropic, private, and public support for the College’s Krapf Gateway Building, which has
stimulated revitalization in the surrounding Williamsport Old City neighborhood. He led
Lycoming’s most successful comprehensive campaign in its history, which concluded in June
2019 after raising $79.2 million.

Edmonds holds a bachelor’s degree in history and music from Lycoming, a master’s of divinity
from Duke University, and a doctoral degree in higher education management from University
of Pennsylvania.

About Lycoming College:

Founded in 1812, Lycoming College is one of the nation's oldest and most respected liberal arts
colleges in the country. As a learning community, we immerse ourselves in high-impact
experiences as we develop the capacity to be citizens of the world. We have a shared
commitment to careers of significance and lives of meaning through rigorous discourse,
enduring friendships, transformative academic and professional mentors, and the cultivation of
personal achievement and lifelong talents.
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Glynis A. Fitzgerald, Ph.D., Alvernia University President, AICUP Class of 2029.

About Glynis Fitzgerald:
In July 2023, Glynis A. Fitzgerald, Ph.D., became Alvernia University’s eighth president and its

first female lay leader. Formerly senior vice president and provost, Fitzgerald is driving the
university’s regional expansion through its innovative town-gown model, called “CollegeTowne,”
and high-impact industry partnerships, including expanding experiential learning and
workforce-aligned programs.

Guided by the university's Bernardine Franciscan heritage, her strategic priorities emphasize
community service, sustainability, and educational accessibility. Notably, she champions student
retention via the Hope Fund and the $70 million Partners in Progress campaign. Fitzgerald
brings 25 years of higher education leadership experience. She earned doctoral and master’s
degrees in organizational communication at SUNY Buffalo and a bachelor’s degree in
communication at Edinboro University.

About Alvernia University:
Alvernia University defines the community. It is a vibrant intellectual environment in which

students learn, discover, give and grow as leaders with moral courage. Guided by Franciscan
values and the ideal of “knowledge joined with love,” and rooted in the Catholic and liberal arts
traditions, Alvernia is a rigorous, caring, and inclusive learning community committed to

academic excellence.
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Christina A. Clark, Ph.D., La Roche University President AICUP Class of 2029.

About Christina Clark:

Dr. Christina A. Clark, the eighth president of La Roche University, brings over two decades of
leadership experience in Catholic higher education. Appointed in 2024, she champions
academic quality, innovation, and student success.

She integrated A.l. literacy across the La Roche curriculum, embedded structured experiential
learning in all majors, and expanded high-demand academic programs. She also implemented a
direct admission program to broaden student access and advanced initiatives for civic
preparedness. Under her leadership, La Roche secured historic property gifts and earned
national recognition for social mobility and as a College of Distinction.

Previously, Dr. Clark served as provost at Marywood University and dean at Marymount
University, and she was even a credit analyst for Signal Capital Corporation in Oakland,
California. A scholar of classical literature, Dr. Clark earned her Ph.D. and M.A. in classics from
the University of Wisconsin—Madison and her B.A. in classics from Georgetown University. Her
leadership is rooted in a firm commitment to the transformative power of education to prepare
students for lifelong learning.

About La Roche University:

La Roche is a private liberal arts university in the North Hills of Pittsburgh, offering 66
undergraduate programs of study, as well as master’s and doctoral programs, with particular
strengths in education, business, criminal justice, psychology, nursing, and health and medical
sciences as well as interior architecture & design, and graphic design. The university’s athletics
program features 12 NCAA Division Il (D3) teams; nearly 30 percent of full-time undergraduates
are athletes. Founded by the Sisters of Divine Providence in 1963, La Roche University embraces
its Catholic heritage while welcoming people of all faiths and backgrounds.
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Walter Iwanenko, Jr., Ph.D., Gannon University President, AICUP Class of 2029.

About Walter Iwanenko:

Dr. Walter lwanenko, Jr., named the eighth president of Gannon University in 2022. Prior to that,
he was vice president of Academic Affairs at Gannon since 2016. Dr. Iwanenko is currently
leading a strategic partnership with Ursuline College in Pepper Pike, Ohio, which would establish
the largest system of Catholic Higher Education along Lake Erie. He has led community
development initiatives, such as the formation of Our West Bayfront, a 501c3 focused on
community redevelopment securing more than $1.5 million in funding. Dr. Iwanenko
spearheaded several initiatives at Gannon University, including the formation of the Graduate
Student Association; the establishment of the Alstadt Environmental Center; and the
development of the Institute of Health and Cyber Knowledge (IHACK). He assisted with the
establishment of Gannon University’s campus in Florida.

The son of immigrant parents from Poland and Ukraine, Dr. Iwanenko is also a first-generation
college student. He graduated from D’Youville College in Buffalo, NY, and earned a Ph.D. in
Epidemiology and Community Health from the State University of New York at Buffalo’s School
of Medicine. Dr. lwanenko began his career at the Erie County Medical Center as a staff
occupational therapist working with patients impacted by spinal cord injuries, burns, head
trauma, stroke and other cardiovascular disorders.

About Gannon University:

Gannon is a Catholic, Diocesan university dedicated to excellence in teaching, scholarship and
service. The faculty and staff prepare students to be global citizens through programs grounded
in the liberal arts and sciences and professional specializations. Inspired by the Catholic
Intellectual Tradition, Gannon offers a comprehensive, values-centered learning experience that
emphasizes faith, leadership, inclusiveness and social responsibility.
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Lisa Lori, J.D., Marywood University President, AICUP Class of 2027.

About Lisa Lori:
Lisa Lori is a proud alum and former Board Chair of Marywood University, where she now serves

as the school’s 13th president. She is the first lay leader in the 111-year history of the Catholic
university founded by the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. She continues to
champion Marywood’s vibrant community and academic impact.

Prior to her presidency, Lori spent more than two decades as a powerhouse business litigator in
Philadelphia. She was a partner at Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, Branzburg LLP, where she
represented Fortune 500 companies, and even founded her firm's higher education practice.
Lori’s legal acumen was recognized by numerous awards, rankings such as Pennsylvania Super
Lawyer, and she was made a fellow in the invitation-only honorary society of trial lawyers, the
Litigation Counsel of America. A woman of many talents, even before earning her J.D. cum laude
from Temple University, Lori was a successful entrepreneur, having launched a popular clothing
line found at stores nationwide, which was later acquired.

About Marywood University:
Marywood University, located in Northeastern Pennsylvania at the foothills of the Pocono

Mountains, is a comprehensive, independent, nonprofit, Catholic university. Marywood offers
80 undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degrees taught by outstanding faculty, along with 22
NCAA Division Il (D3) varsity athletics teams. Marywood is a small, safe, and close-knit
community that provides students with a friendly atmosphere and a high level of personal

attention.
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About AICUP:

The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania (AICUP) is comprised
of over 80 nonprofit member schools embedded in 58 communities across Pennsylvania.
According to a 2025 Economic Impact Report, the AICUP schools educate 53% of all four-year
degree-seeking students in Pennsylvania, and provide taxpayers with a Return on Investment of
158-to-1. The AICUP schools support 200,000 jobs and contribute $29 billion to the
Pennsylvania state economy each year (S65 billion when including the colleges’ affiliated
hospital systems, or, nearly 7% of the Pennsylvania economy). AICUP schools are among the
most affordable college options in Pennsylvania. Learn more facts like this on the AICUP
Dashboard, the 2025 impact report, and 2026 updated impact data.

Click the link here to view the full AICUP Board of Directors FY 2026-2027.
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